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CALFED’s Delta Conveyance Strategy

CALFED’s strategy is to develop a through-Delta conveyance alternative based on the existing
Delta configuration with some modifications, evaluate its effectiveness, and add additional
conveyance and!or other water management actions if necessary to achieve CALFED goals and
objectives. The initial through-Delta conveyance will be continually monitored, analyzed, and
improved to maximize the potential of the through-Delta approach to meet CALFED goals and
objectives, consistent with the CALFED Solution Principles. If the through-Delta conveyance fails
to meet the CALFED goals and objectives, there will be a reassessment of the reasons and the need
for additional Delta conveyance and/or water management actions.

Because of the many complex interactions within the Bay-Delta system, successfully implementing
a through-Delta strategy requires careful balancing of actions to address a wide range of concerns,
including water quality, flood control, fisheries, water level s, circulation patterns, channel scour and
sediment deposition. Actions which improve water quality and flow direction in one region of
concern, for example, may in turn create adverse impacts elsewhere. The understanding of these
complex hydrodynamic, biological, and chemical interactions is still incomplete so it will be
necessary to approach the optimization of CALFED’s strategy with a high degree of cooperation,
rigorous monitoring, scientific analysis, and an open-minded approach to solution options. It will
also be essential that the implementation of proposed solution actions be linked so that the
appropriate balance of benefits and impacts is maintained throughout the implementation period.

As noted above, CALFED has identified two factors, export water quality and diversion effects on
fisheries, as especially important for evaluating the effectiveness of the CALFED conveyance
alternative. These and other factors will be continually reevaluated during Stage 1 as part of the
adaptive management process. Under the Preferred Prograha Alternative, some additional actions
may be taken to enhance the through-Delta alternative.

As part of the Preferred Program Alternative, CALFED will study and evaluate a screened diversion
structure on the Sacramento River at Hood with araqge ofdive(Mo~.~apac~tiesup!~b g, OOObf~:’i (or-

j as a measure to improve drinking water quality in the event that
the Water Quality Program measures do not result in adequate improvements toward CALFED
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quality of either average concentrations at the south and central Delta drinking water intakesof
50 ug/L bromide and 3.0 mg/L total organic carbon or an equivalent level of public hea(th

combmatton of alternative source waters, source control, andprotection using a cost effective ~ " " ......... . ...........~ ....
treatment technologies. The Hood diversion facility is being evaluated as part.of the Preferred
Program Alternative because of concerns that increased closures of the Ddta Cros~ Ch~nt~e[fo.r
fish protection wilt have adverse impacts on water qiZality in the central:and south Delta.
Modeling performed during evaluation of CAL~ED alternatives ~uggest~ t~a( ft~h fri~Iy
reoperation of the Delta Cross Channel may rdsutt in increases in toiat dis~o!~ed ~olids and in
total bromides. The Hood diversion site was chosen because it provides ~:.:good batanc~ of
physical features which minimizes effects on delta smelt migration, reduces
from the river, and reduces tidal influences on fish screen effectiven~s&711~hile pro~fng
topographic and geologic Conditions that woutd a!(ow a:.d~e~s(on
sea level on minera! soils~ and thrgugh n~ostty.agricultural lands. ....Zh( Haoff &’versionwould
likely include a fish screen, pUmp~.gndq l.ch-annet between, t~e Sa~(an~q~tq :gnd Mok~!umne Rive~,

Serious fishery concerns.., exis~ qbo.u( ~a .i ~qod..:~iv~O~iiiii~il;~= a:.:ii~in~ii~qtt~i:..il :: ~h~e
concerns center On pos$(!~(e disrt~ption
on the Sacr~tO ~ve~ woutd keep
the Sacram~to into theMokelumne ~tem-may, atl~t:~tt retu~:.~g~olmoh~lo~th~ do~t~bam
side of the sc~ee~.:~: ~Thi~:~

positive ben~= a.ociated .with. the De!taC~o~s. Cha~!:~�(~:: :.(~a~:.~a~;p(~(g:.t~~
q~li~ degradation. As a result, we.have s~uctured th~ potentiat:Hood divers~o~n~:~, a~
action to be considered On!y:~¢er:three separate ~sessm~n(s
a thorough ~s~sment(Detta Cross ~annd operq~oh?:s~qt(g~es~ and�onf!~ai~on~g~
concern over waterq.~(~.impacts:Pgm D~ta~.:CrOs~::C~(:~p~O~~;:.:a:::
~aluation of the technica! viabai~ of aHood dive(s(o~fa~ility,7 .qnd t~((d~::~q~:

be shar~ with the Delta D~nking Water Council and the ~pert
Delta conv~ance.

.... would 1.... ~ ........ a fish acrccn, pumpa a

Hood diversion, gutfmateZv constn,cted, would be located in the same
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identified as the best route for an isolated facility. This suggestS_ that the design of the Hood
diversion should be compatible with a f!,ture isolated facility, should an isolated faci!itybe
required in the fitture. It is tmportant to reiterate that an isolated facilityisl not part of the
CALFED Preferred Program Alternative.

Other actions to enhance the CALFED conveyance strategy, such that CALFED goals and
objectives could be achieved, would require consideration of a variety of alternatives and evaluation
of available new information. This evaluation would take place in a supplemental programmatic
evaluation focused on the goals and objectives that have not been achieved in addition to
project-level evaluations. For example, if ongoing evaluation indicates that CALFED is not
achieving its goals and objectives using the through-Delta alternative, supplemental programmatic
evaluation of a number of water management options, including an isolated conveyance facility,
would be conducted and a decision made based on this evaluation.

CALFED recognizes the need to develop solutions to the conveyance issues that provide
appropriate balance in meeting all of CALFED’s goals and objectives. CALFED believes that
benefits to water quality and water supply reliability gained by conveyance improvements in Stage
1 and beyond must be shared between both consumptive and environmental water uses. Defining
how the benefits are shared for particular projects will be determined during the implementation
process.
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